GENERAL ORDER NO. 31

IN THE MATTER OF COURT REGQ STRY FUNDS

RECElI PT OF FUNDS

A No noney shall be sent to the court or its officers for
deposit into the court's registry without a court order by the
presiding judge in the case.

B. Unl ess provided for elsewhere in this order, all noney
ordered to be paid into the court or received by its officers in
any case pending or adjudicated shall be deposited with the Treas-
urer of the United States in the nane and to the credit of this
court pursuant to 28 U. S.C. 2041 through depositaries designated by
the Treasury to accept such deposit on its behalf.

C. The party maki ng the deposit or transferring funds to the
court's registry shall serve on the clerk of court the order per-
mtting the deposit or transfer.

1. I NVESTMENT OF REG STRY FUNDS

A Al registry funds on deposit wth the court are to be
pl aced in some formof interest-bearing account. The Court Regis-
try Investnent System (CRIS) adm ni stered through the United States
District Court for the Southern District of Texas, shall be the
only investnent nmechani sm aut hori zed.

B. Under CRI'S, nonies deposited in each case under paragraph
|.B., above, will be pooled together with those on deposit wth
Treasury to the credit of other courts in CRIS and used to purchase
Treasury Securities, which will be held at the Federal Reserve Bank
of Dallas in a saf ekeeping account in the nane and to the credit of
the Cerk, United States District Court for the Southern District
of Texas, hereby designated custodian for CRIS.

C. An account for each case wll be established in CRI'S
titled in the nane of the case giving rise to the investnent in the
system Earnings received fromfund investnments wll be distribu-
ted to each case based on the ratio each account's principal and
earnings has to the aggregate principal and inconme total in the
fund each week. Wekly reports showing the interest earned and the
princi pal anmpbunts contributed in each case will be prepared and



distributed to each court participating in CRI S,

I11. REGQ STRY | NVESTMENT FEE

A The custodian is authorized and directed by this order to
deduct, for maintaining accounts in the fund, the registry fee.
The proper registry fee is to be determned on the basis of the
rates published by the Director of the Adm nistrative Ofice as
approved by the Judicial Conference.

B. If the registry fee was assessed agai nst a case deposit
subject to the old 45-day requirenent prior to the deposit in CRIS,
no additional registry fee on that deposit will be assessed.

C. The custodi an of CRI'S now being responsi ble for the de-
duction of the registry fee, this court's former General Order No.
31 dated QOctober 10, 1989 is hereby rescinded and is replaced by
this revised General Order No. 31.

V. TRANSI TI ON FROM FORMER | NVESTMENT PROCEDURE

A The clerk of court is further directed to develop a
systematic nmethod of redenption of all existing investnents and
their transfer to CRI S. New deposits into CRIS shall not occur
until the severance of the relationship with the court's prior
regi stry depositary and the clerk determnes that CRISis able to
begi n accepti ng new accounts.

B. Parties not wshing to maintain investnment instrunents in

CRIS may transfer themto the litigants or their designees on prop-
er notion and approval of the court.

I T 1S SO ORDERED

DATED: Cct ober 10, 1989
AMVENDED: May 21, 1996

FOR THE COURT




THELTON E. HENDERSON, Chief Judge



